To My friends in Japan associated with
the Japan/UK Education Forum

Michael Young
(Emeritus Professor of Sociology of Curriculum/IOE, UCL’s Faculty of Education and Society)

I was delighted and honoured to be invited by Professor Mariko Ishiguro to send this
short message to colleagues of the Japan/UK Education Forum. It will appear in your journal
that will celebrate the Forum’s 30th anniversary.

Speaking at your 9" Conference at Waseda University has been my only visit to
Japan and sadly it is likely to be my last. The continuing uncertainty about new strands of
COVID and ‘long covid’ does not encourage overseas travel. Also the negative effects of long
haul flights for the long term future of our planet as a habitat for human society are becoming
increasingly apparent. I hope however that we can make use of the internet to keep in touch
‘on line’ although that will never be a substitute for actual face to face meetings.

My visit in 2000 is a distant memory now - so much has happened since However 1
do remember the warmth of my welcome and the hospitality of my hosts and the lively ques-
tioning after my speech.

It was during that visit that I learned of the sad death of Professor Basil Bernstein, a
highly original sociologist of education and an early mentor of mine. We had what I can only
describe as a tortuous relationship, and to my great regret, it led me to disregard his work
and we were never able to meet and put our differences in perspective before he died. Howev-
er, I have since come to recognise the unique and continuing value of his work. As a sociologist
of education he was second only to his own great mentor, Emile Durkheim; neither of them
were recognised as they deserved during their lifetimes although I am sure that the future will
tell a different story.

More than any of the great thinkers in the early 20" century, Durkheim fought to
establish sociology not for its own sake but because he wanted everyone, particularly those
with power and influence to understand that we are social beings from the moment we are
born and that it is our sociality that makes us unique among living things. Of no less impor-
tance was Bernstein’s insistence in his final papers that it was the ‘knowledge’ that we can
acquire through the institution of schooling that is where our analysis and our theories must

begin. This is nowhere better illustrated than in his remarkable 1999 paper Vertical and Hori-
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zontal Discourses: An essay. This paper was the inspiration for much of my own work in the
last two decades. Re-reading ihis paper recently was like coming across it for the first time- so
full is it of insights to explore empirically- something he always insisted on.

In October 2020 I retired as a part time Professor. . Not long before that I got mar-
ried again- a surprise for an octogenarian that has brought me much joy and not only love and
companionship, but a quite new ‘educational’ experience. My wife is studying archaeology and
anthropology at UCL and for the first time in my life I have realised the importance and the
excitement of learning to think in millennial terms.

I am already beyond my 500 word limit, so I conclude by thanking the Forum for
their invitation. I hope that our dialogue that began with my visit to Japan in 2000, was fol-
lowed by Professor Yanagida’s visit to London in 2018 and by my contribution to the Japanese

Journal of Curriculum Studies and this short message, will continue.

January 2022
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