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Looking back, I must have got to know Dr. Naoko Ota in the mid-1990s at the annual
conferences of the UK History of Education Society. Our conferences were held in different
university locations each year, with a different key theme each year. We were also becom-
ing gradually more international in our interests as a Society, and were attracting increasing
numbers of international delegates each year. Americans, Australians, New Zealanders and col-
leagues from different parts of Europe were familiar at the annual conference, and by the 1990s
were also welcoming colleagues from Japan. Dr. Ota was one of these, and with her friendly
and direct approach and her strong command of the English language she soon made a favour-
able impression at these international gatherings.

I was also a regular attender at the HES conference, having recently returned to Eng-
land from New Zealand as a professor. I was very pleased when Dr. Ota, representing the UK-
Japan Education Forum, invited me to visit Tokyo to give some talks. I had never visited Japan
before, and this was a wonderful opportunity. So in August 1997 I prepared to travel to Tokyo
for the first time.

Dr. Ota turned out to be an excellent host. She was very attentive and made sure
that I was happy during my visit. I remember that she met me at the international airport and
took me straight away to see Mount Fuji, and then to lunch, when she introduced me to eat-
ing horse meat. I was given accommodation opposite Waseda University, which gave me the
opportunity to spend time with Professor Shinichi Suzuki, who has been a very good colleague
and friend ever since. We also had a very stimulating and sociable group for our academic
meetings. I was able to set off on my on a very hot an sultry day to visit Kyoto and its temples,
and was also provided very generously by Dr. Ota with extra money to visit the sights of To-
kyo in the company of some of her students.

I gave two main talks, one on ‘Educational reconstruction’ in the UK since the 1940s,
and another on ’Failing the ordinary child. A hundred years of secondary education’. Both of
these were published subsequently as papers in issue number 2 of the Bulletin of the UK-Japan

Education Forum.
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After a very happy visit which was over too soon, I left to return home at the end of
August 1997. I was brought down to earth and will always remember it as the same day that
Princess Diana died.

I was very sad to learn a few years later that Dr. Ota had become ill and passed
away — a great loss to the Japanese and the international field. But I can still remember with
pleasure her support and generosity as my host on my first, memorable visit to Japan so many

years ago.
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